An overview of Spiritual Gifts
1 Cor 12:7 But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good…
1. Supernatural gifts have been given to each and every member of the Body of Christ, for the purpose of building up the church.  These gifts are given to all believers regardless of where they are in their Christian walk.

2. For much of church history, the "religious professionals" have been the ones to use the gifts while the rest of the body remained inactive.  The Bible makes it clear that every believer is to use their own gifts in whatever ministry God has intended for them.

3. When Christ arose victorious from the grave, he took the demonic spirits captive.  Then, he took their supernatural powers and gave those powers to us (the Body of Christ).  

Whatever power Satan once had to use against us, we now have to use against him. We have the power, they don't.  This is why Christians in the Bible are never portrayed as being fearful in the face of evil. 

4. The only way that the enemy can trip us up now is by deceiving us, by telling us that we don't really have the power.  The way to overcome this lie is to use our gifts actively.  As an athlete exercises to build up his or her body, so we can build up spiritual lives by "exercising" our gifts in ministry.
5. There are many reasons as to why people would be wary of supernatural spiritual gifts. Charlatans, sensationalism, manipulation, spiritual abuse, and spiritual arrogance can all give people a negative image of these gifts.  The charismatic movement is something people usually have strong feelings about, positive or negative.

6. However, the Bible tells us not to overreact (1 Corinthians 14:39).  Don't let the abuses ruin the opportunity for God to use these gifts in your life.  The problem is not the gifts, but the way they are sometimes misused.

7. The gifts of the Spirit are there to help us fight in spiritual warfare and to carry out Christian ministry, and we are to desire them (1 Corinthians 12:31).  To avoid abuses, the Bible gives us guidelines for using the gifts.  They must always be used in love, for the common good, and to promote unity.

8. We are conditioned by society to believe that every voice we hear inside our mind or heart is of our own creation.  This blocks us from listening to the voice of God speaking to us in our spirit.

9. In the book of Acts, God directed the Apostles in a dramatic way.  They heard His voice inside, recognized it, and followed the direction they had been given.  If we learn to hear God's voice in our lives, we too can experience this.

10. For this to happen, we must be open to being used of God.  This means coming against secular psychology and listening for God speaking to us in our hearts. .. I believe God wants to increase our listening skills at this time & that if we practice spiritual gifts it will result in a season of mission increasing amongst us. 
We shared experiences of people in discovering spiritual gifts…

& had a brief question and answer time.
